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Unnecessary maneuver results in death of a driver leaving a field party 

On a night in Kentucky during a field sobriety check point, a young woman and her passengers 

were leaving a field party. They began to make a left turn when an officer attempting to stop 

them jumped on the hood of the vehicle and proceeded to fire four shots, killing the driver. 

Knott Laboratory was assigned the task of taking the available information and reconstructing 

what happened to see if this was a valid tactic, or if it was a needless maneuver which resulted 

in death. 

 

Video-Tracked positions of the officer and Subaru over the course of the incident 

 

The items provided to us in the case included the officer’s cruiser camera footage which 

showed the event before going out of frame, survey points and point clouds from the police’s 

high-definition laser scanner of the site and Subaru. Knott Laboratory provided video analysis 

which could then show the incident from any angle needed. We performed photogrammetry to 

find the position of the cruiser camera against the site point cloud. Next, using the footage as a 

basis, we matched the positions of both the Subaru and officer over time, which then gave us 

their resulting speeds. 

Only after analyzing the footage and placement of the Subaru and officer were we able to come 
to several conclusions on the case. The officer aggressively pursued the vehicle, even as the 



turn was a slow, normal left turn. There was never less than 9 feet between the Subaru and the 
officer’s cruiser that would force him to be pinned. Once the officer jumped on the hood, the 
driver began braking the vehicle. If the officer had not taken any shots and simply waited for 
the braking maneuver to finish, he could have safely come off the hood. With the information 
Knott Laboratory provided, the case was settled for $3.5 million dollars. 


